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Abstract
In connection to environment friendly farming, potential stakeholders took efforts and 
launched FAO-EU-ADB funded National Integrated Pest Management (Nat-IPM) 
Programme for Cotton in Pakistán during the years 2001 to 2004 and introduced new 
extensión training methodology called Farmer Field School (FFS). The basic principie 
of FFS training was to enable farmers to be self suñicient, using IPM practices 
that are agro-ecosystem friendly. This study examined the performance performed 
by agriculture extensión field, workers/facilitators (EFW/F) in the implementation 
of IPM-FFS trainings with special re'ference to cotton crop in selected districts of 
Sindh province of Pakistán. A survey study was carried out in four districts of Sindh 
province (Hyderabad, Tando Allahyar, Matiari and Mirpurkhas). The total sample 
size comprisedof 144 farmers who were involved in the series of IPM-FFS training 
sessions. Farmers’ perceived that EFW/F played an effective role and performed 
positively in IPM-FFS acti vities during training programme. Further, results of present 
study a confirmation of the adoption and a validation of IPM-FFS as a successful 
extensión approach in Sindh province of Pakistán.

Keywords: Good Agricultural Practice, IPM-FFS, Extensión Field Worker, Agro- 
Ecosystem.

Ihtroduction
Pakistán is the territory of cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) and big source of 
livelihood to around 1.5 million fanners in the rural areas. Cotton is a main 
source of export capital, accounts for 6.9 percent of valué added in agriculture 
and 1.4 percent of GDP. Pakistán is the world’s 4th biggest cotton producing
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country after China, India, and USA. The worid cotton production is projccted 
at 24.8 million tons, during 2010-11 as against 22.01 million tons rccorded 
in 2009-10, estimatíng an increasc of 12.6 pcrccnt. Production is expected 
to continué to increase 11 percent to a record of 27.6 million tons in 2011-12 
(GoP, 2011).

Despite of being one of the largest cotton growing countrics, thc cotton 
production in Pakistán is low as compared to other countrics. Low cotton 
production is for the reason of weather conditions, pests attack and littlc 
awareness of applying scientific and pest curbing techniques by farmcrs. The 
timely and optimum use of the pesticides for cotton is essential to prevent the 
crop from the attack of pests and diseases but the excessi ve use of thc pesticides 
disrupts the growth of cotton, killing cotton friendly pests and providing 
opportunity to harmfiil pests to attack on crop. Also, this throws burden of 
costs on the growers. Moreover, farmers uses variety of pesticides in cotton 
to eliminate inseets and weeds from their ñclds, but these limiting agents 
have the potential to harm our health and the environment (FAO, 2004). The 
research must provide those methods that are affordable to the farmers and the 
environment friendly. The Integrated Pest Management-Farmer Field School 
(IPM-FFS) approach is based on training needs. The farmers particípate in 
the FFS and become a part of wide scale IPM programmes, ranging from 
local to national research, and analyze the production troubles and develop 
Solutions for them at the country level (FAO, 2000). The collective research 
with farmers involves information about local conditions, local-ecosystem, 
and weather. The IPM-FFS takes into consideration local needs as well (Linh, 
2001).

Various studies regarding Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programmes 
were agreed in end that Farmer Field School (FFS) strengthens farmers* 
ecological knowledge (Thiele et al., 2001; Rola et al., 2002; Fcder dt al., 
2004; Reddy and Suryamani, 2005; Tripp et al., 2005). The information about 
understanding the crop ecosystem leads reduction in the pesticides use and 
at the same time increases production and profit, for instance, in the cotton 
production systems (Godtland et al., 2004; Khan et al, 2005). The FFS is 
a training model developed primarily by Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) in which farmers gain the decisión making power regarding use of 
agro-chemicals at their field. This unique extensión approach is action- 
leaming oriented where farmers are allowed to observe, analyze and make 
altemative decisión about their crops (Kingsley, 1999).

During the four years 2001 to 2004, Sindh province has embraced IPM-FFS 
as the dominant interface between agriculture extensión and farmers. It was 
assumed that through this new training approach, EFW/F would change the 
farmers’ traditional role from passive leamer to active leamer. The purpose of 
this study was to record farmers’ perception about the performance performed
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by EFW/F and to identify the barriers/constraints faced by farmers during 
IPM-FFS training programme in selected districts of Sindh province.

Methodology
The literature review indicated that various research designs were used 
to measure the perception of faimers including self-report measures, 
observations, and personal interviews. In view of the proposed study thus 
featured. a descriptive survey research. Descriptive survey research has 
evolved over the years to become a popular methodology among educational 
researchers (McMillan, 2008).

Four Districts of Sindh province were selected as study area viz., Hyderabad, 
Tando Allahyar, Matiari and Mirpurkhas district, whére IPM-FFSs were 
established during 2001 to 2004 for cotton through Nat-IPM programme. List 
of the farmers who were trained in IPM-FFS training programme obtained 
from National IPM programme coordinator, Director General, Agricultural 
Extensión Wing, Hyderabad, Sindh. After obtaining the list, a sample size 
of 144 was determined using “Table for Determining Random Sample Size 
from a Given Population” (Fitz-Gibbon and Morris, 1987; Wunsch, 1986) at 
conñdence level 95% with margin of error ±5%.

Questionnaire was developed in consultation with the IPM-FFS experts and 
heíp of available literature. The concepts or ideas were usually measured 
through different statements on a continuum ranging ífom negative to positive. 
A five (5) point likert scale (l=Never, 2=Rarely, 3=Sometimes, 4=Often and 
5=Always) was employed for computing farmers’ attendance and application 
of activities conducted by EFW/F while IPM-FFS training and twenty three 
(23) performance related statements were developed for measuring the farmers’ 
perception of overall performance of EFW/F by using likert scale (l=Strongly 
unfavourable, 2=Somewhat unfavourable, 3=Undecided, 4=Somewhat 
favourable and 5=Strongly favourable). The barriers faced by the farmers 
‘during IPM-FFS activities were also ranked. Survey was conducted for this 
study during the period March to September 2009. Despite several efforts, a 
total response rate (93.75%) was obtained. IBM-SPSS versión 19 was used 
for data analysis. Frequency, mean, percentage, and standard deviation were 
calculated.

Results and Discussion 

Demographic Information

The demographic characteristics of the sampled farmers are presented in 
Table-1 that-shows most of the farmers (28.1%) were young and falling into
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the age grouped of 21-30 years. The educational lcvel o í farmers was not 
good; majority of them (27.4%) cducated only up to primary lcvel. Most of 
them (27.4%) were owners of land in betwecn the range of 11 to 20 acres. 
Large nuxnber of (36.3%) farmers had farming cxpericncc in the range of 11 
to 20 years followed by less than 10 years of cxperience (29.6%). Majority of 
the farmers (25.9%) had their farm yearly income more than 100,000/- (pak 
rupees) followed by farm income in the range of 41,000 to 60,000 (23.0%) 
farmers.

Table 1: Demographic Information of respondents

«
Characteristics 

(Scoring Method) Category
•

Farmers (n = 144)

Frequency Perccntage

Age (Years)

Less than 20 25 18.5
21 to 30 38 28.1
31 to 40 30 22.2
41 to 50 23 17.0
51 & above 19 14.1

Educational level 
(Year of schooling)

Illiterate T0) 26 19.3
Primarv fl-5) 37 27.4
Middle (6-8) 24 17.8
Matricúlate (9-10) 11 8.1
Intermedíate (11-12) 13 9.6
Gradúate (13-16) 15 11.1
Post Gradúate 07 & above) 9 6.7

Farm Size (Acres)

Less than 10 27 20.0
lito  20 37 27.4
21 to 30 30 22.2
31 to 40 21 15.6
41 & above 20 14.8

Farming Experience 
(Years)

Less than 1Ó 40 29.6
11 to 20 49 36.3
21 to 30 23 17.0
31 to 40 15 11.1
41 & above 8 _ 5.9 t

Farm Yearly Income 
(Pak rupees)

Up to 20,000 7 5.2
21,000 to 40,000 ■ 27 20.0
41,000 to 60,000 31 23.0
61,000 to 80,000 15 11.1
81,000 to 100,000 20 14.8
100,000 and above 35 25.9

Motivadon for pardeipatíon in IPM-FFS training:
The farmers were enquired to disclose the means of their engagement/ 
motivation for participation in IPM-FFS training programme and the responses 
of farmers are presented in Table 2. The results show that majority of the 
farmers (51.1%) perceived that they participated in IPM-FFS on their self 
interest, and 11.9 percent of the farmers reasoned their training participation 
on request of the farm manager; while 8.9 percent showed cause of their
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participation as order of their landlord. Similarly, 28.1 percent of the farmers 
perceived that they were motivated by the EFW/F to particípate in IPM-FFS 

. training programme. Results indícate that the farmers have interest to engage 
in IPM-FFS training for improving their farming capabilities. These findings 
were supported by Khan et al, (2005) who carried out study an assessment on 
IPM-FFS training programme on farmers’ capabilities, practices and profits 
in the Khairpur district of Sindh province. The study demonstrated that the 
whole season-long IPM-FFS training developed farming and decisión making 
capabilities of farmers.
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Table 2: Farmers’ engagement in IPM-FFS training

L : \  Categoi7  . Farm ersín=‘144V
Freouenev- - Percentaee

Self Interest 69 51.1
Requested by Farm Manager 16 11.9
Land Lord Ordered 12 8.9
Motivated by EFW/F 38 28.1

Regularity of farmers in IPM-FFS training:
While gathering the information regarding the regularity of the farmers in 
IPM-FFS training, results showed that vast majority of the farmers (83.7%) 
indicated that they regularly attended IPM-FFS, which is promising 
professionalism attitude of farmers towards training programme. Braun and 
Duveskog (2010) stated that usually IPM-FFS trained farmers become good 
facilitators because they are practical and well-known about their community.

Farmers* perception of IPM-FFS activities conducted by EFW/F:
The data is reported in Table 3, mean ranking showed that most of the activities 
conducted as ‘always’ i.e. 73.3 percent of the respondents practiced activity 
was ‘review of previous session’ (4.55±0.88), 97.8 percent, ‘Cotton ecosystem 
analysis’ (4.98±0.14), 45.2 percent, ‘field trials/experiments’ (4.09±1.06), while 
50.4 percent ‘insect zoo’ (4.28±0.91). Regarding energizer activity, scattered 
responses were received (3.83±1.04), but ‘sheet preparation’ as majority of the 
farmers reported that they ‘always’ conducted (4.94±0.26), ‘group discussion’ 
73.3 percent (4.61±0.78). The ‘special topic’ was the average activity reported 
conducted in IPM-FFS, scattered responses from ‘never’ to ‘always’ but 
mean regularity (3.41±1.12) considered as ‘often’; the respondents perceived 
responses for the activity of ‘group dynamic exercise’ (3.91±1.06) but ‘session 
review’, 73.3 percent showed that most of activities were ‘always’ conducted in 
IPM-FFS training sessions (4.59±0.81). The results of present study are also in 
line with those reported by Mallah and Korejo (2007) who noted that IPM-FFS 
programme made a visible impact on farmers understanding; and one of the
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main reason for the success of this approach is that the decisions are not pre- 
planned and based on the analysis of agro-ecosystem practiced by the farmers 
himself with the help of facilitators.

Table 3: Farmers’ perception of IPM-FFS activities conducted by EFW/F

IPM -FFS A ctivities N ever Rarely Sometimes O ften Always
M SDp P P p P

1 R eview  Previous Session 0.7 5.9 4.4 15.6 73.3 4.55 0.88
2 Ecosystem  A nalysis 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.2 97.8 4.98 0.14
3 Field T rials/E xperim ents 4.4 3.0 17.0 30.4 45.2 4.09 1.06
4 Insect Zoo 1.5 4.4 8.9 34.8 50.4 4.28 0.91
5 E nereizer 2.2 10.4 19.3 38.5 29.6 3.83 1.04
6 Shcct P reparation 0.0 0.0 0.7 4.4 94.8 4.94 0.26
7 G roup D iscussion 1.5 2.2 3.0 20.0 73.3 4.61 0.78
8 Special Topic 5.2 15.6 31.9 28.1 19.3 3.41 1.12
9 G roup D ynam ic Exercise 2.2 8.1 23.7 28.1 37.8 3.91 1.06
10 Session Review 1.5 2.2 5.2 17.8 73.3 4.59 0.81

P = Percentage, M = Mean, SD = Standard Deviation

Farmers’ perception of overall performance of EFW/F:
The twenty three (23) different statements were developed for measuring 
the farmers’ perception of overall performance performed by EFW/F during 
IPM-FFS training programme and it was found that on the most of statements 
farmers’ perceived ‘Somewhat favourable’ and ‘Strongly favourable’, showing 
highly positive attitude in relation to performance performed by EFW/F during 
IPM-FFS training programme. The data gathered to this regard (Table 4) 
indícate that the 74.1 percent of the respondents ‘Somewhat favourable’ that 
‘EFW/F were active and energetic during IPM-FFS training’ and 19.3 percent 
‘Strongly favourable’ over this statement. The ‘EFW/F involved himself and 
was flexible in participation in IPM-FFS activities* was ‘Somewhat favourable’ 
by 58.5 percent farmers and 29.6 percent ‘Strongly favourable’; whil¿ 66.7 
percent respondents ‘Somewhat favourable’ that ‘EFW/F conducted IPM-FFS 
activities step by step in an organized manner’ while ‘Strongly favourable’ 
by 18.5 percent respondents. On the statement that ‘EFW/F used appropriate 
methods and kept focus on the IPM-FFS continuing activities’ 71.1 percent 
respondents were ‘Somewhat favourable’ and 14.8 percent were ‘Strongly 
favourable’; while sixty percent ‘Somewhat favourable’ that ‘EFW/F used 
practical examples for understanding of farmers and to stimulated discussion’ 
and 17.8 percent farmers ‘Strongly favourable’ on this statement. Similarly, 
51.1 percent farmers were ‘Somewhat favourable’ that ‘EFW/F used the 
group dynamics exercises and ice breaker in an appropriate time’ and 26.7 
percent were ‘Strongly favourable’. However, 64.4 percent were ‘Somewhat 
favourable’ that ‘EFW/F created space for every participant to involve in the 
discussion through brain storming’ and 18.25 percent ‘Strongly favourable’ on 
this statement.

i
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Table 4: Farmers’ perception of EFW/F performance performed in IPM-FFS training

Sutemente About EFW/F Performance
Strangly
unfavourable

Somewhat
unfavourable Undecided Somewhat

favourable
Strangly
favourable M SD

Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage

1
EFW/F seemed active and energetic 
during conducted the ÍPM-FFS 
training.

1.5 ‘ 0.7 4.4 74.1 19.3 4.09 0.62

■» EFW/F involved himself and was 
flexible in participation in all ÍPM- 
FFS activities.

0.7 2.2 8.9 38.5 29.6 4.14 0.72

3
EFW/F conductcd IPM-FFS activities 
step by step and in an organizcd 
manner that farmers fclt casy.

2.2 2.2 10.4 66.7 18.5 3.97 0.76

4
EFW/F used anpropríatc methods and 
kcpl focus on the IPM-FFS continuing 
activity.

1.5 4.4 8.1 71.1 14.8 3.93 0.73

■ 5
EFW/F used practica) examples for 
understanding of farmers and to 
srimulate discussions.

3.7 12.6 5.9 60.0 17.8 3.76 1.01

fi
EFW/F used the cncrgizcrs/group 
dynamics cxcrciscs and ice breakere 
in an appropriatc lime.

3.7 5.2 13.3 51.1 26.7 3.92 0.97

7
EFW/F created space for every 
participant to involve in discussions 
through brain storming.

4.4 5.9 6.7 64.4 18.5
i

3.87 0.93

8
EFW/F trícd to manage time propcrly 
to complete IPM-FFS activities in set 
schcdulc.

3.0 5.2 11.1 63.7 17.0 3.87 0.86

9 EFW/F also monitored and evaluated 
the IPM-FFS to achicvc the objectives. 6.7 10.4 13.3 48.1 21.5 3.67 1.12

10
EFW/F dcalt very soflly and politcly 
throughoul the IPM-FFS that farmers 
rcspcclcd him a loi.

0.7 2.2 3.7 75.6 17.8 4.07 0.60

11
EFW/F communicated with the 
fanners in a local language that 
farmers picked un easilv.

0.7 4.4 8.1 48.9 37.8 4.19 0.82

12
EFW/F believed in two ways 
communication process so that 
forméis didn't hesitate.

1.5 3.0 5.2 67.4 23.0 4.07 0.72

13
EFW/F involved fanners in decisions 
making process through participatory 
approach.

4.4 6.7 5.9 63.0 20.0 3.87 0.95

14
EFW/F listened questions completely 
and carefully befóte replying to the 
participant.

0.7 4.4 5.9 60.0 28.9 4.12 0.76

15
EFW/F always responded to the 
participants' question timely and in a 
consistent manner. .

5.9 6.7 9.6 57.0 20.7 3.80 1.03

16
EFW/F ¡dentifíed and resolved the 
issues of farmers related with the 
IPM-FFS.

3.0 5.2 12.6 56.3 23.0 3.91 0.91

17
EFW/F really handled and resolved 
the conflícts among farmers very 
professionallv.

1.5 7.4 11.1 62.2 17.8 3.87 0.84

IX
EFW/F acccptcd críticisra for sclf 
appraisal and tried to improve his 

* facilitation ski lis.
3.0 5.2 3.7 65.2 23.0 4.00 0.86

19
EFW/F attiLudc was neutral and 
natural with participants during IPM- 
FFS activities.

2.2 3.7 5.2 45.9 43.0 4.24 0.88

20 EFW/F apprccialcd and cncouragcd 
the farmers to build their confidcncc. 3.0 5.9 6.7 66.7 17.8 3.90 0.86

21
EFW/F had an ability to internet 
with all farmers and kept them active 
during the entire session.

3.7 5.9 9.6 53.3 27.4 3.95 0.97

22
EFW/F showed his full cooperario» 
with the farmers during the entirc 
IPM-FFS.

1.5 6.7 4.4 54.8 32.6 4.10 0.87

23
No doubt that extensión fícld worker 
was a wcll trained and tcchnically 
sound facilitator.

2.2 3.7 5.9 65.9 22.2 4.02 0.79

P = Percentage, M = Mean, SD = Standard Deviation
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lt was noted that 63.7 percent farmcrs ‘Somewhat favourable' on ‘completion 
of IPM-FFS activities at scheduled time by EFW/F’ and 17 percent ‘Strongly 
favourable’ this management statement of EFW/F; 48.1 percent respondents 
were ‘Somewhat favourable’ on ‘monitoring and evaluation by EFW/F in 1PM- 
FFS to achieve objectives’ and 21.5 percent farmers were ‘Strongly fayourable’ 
over this statement. Seventy five percent farmers were ‘Somewhat favourable' 
over the ‘soft and polite attitude of EFW/F during IPM-FFS sessions’ and 17.8 

"percent ‘Strongly favourable’ this attitude. Against the statement that ‘EFW/F 
communicated with farmers in local language’ 48.9 percent participants 
were ‘Somewhat favourable’ and 37.8 percent respondents were ‘Strongly 
favourable’ with this statement; while 67.4 percent respondents ‘Somewhat 
favourable’ that EFW/F believed in two ways communication process so that 
farmers didn’t hesitate’ and this style was ‘Strongly favourable’ by 23 percent 
farmers. The data further shows that 63 percent farmers perceived as ‘Somewhat 
favourable’ over the statement that ‘EFW/F involved farmers in decisión 
making process through participatory approach’ and 20 percent were ‘Strongly 
favourable’; while on the statement that ‘EFW/F listened questions completely 
and carefully before replying to the participant’ 60 percent farmers ‘Somewhat 
favourable’ and 28.9 percent ‘Strongly favourable’ over this. The 20.7 percent 
farmers were ‘Strongly favourable’ that ‘EFW/F always responded to the 
participants’ question timely and in a consistent manner.’ and this statement 
was ‘Somewhat favourable’ by 57 percent farmers.

í -
Similarly, 56.3 percent farmers ‘Somewhat favourable’ that ‘EFW/F identified 
and resolved the issues of farmers related with the IPM-FFS’ while this 
statement was ‘Strongly favourable’ by 23 percent farmers; while 62.2 
percent farmers were ‘Somewhat favourable’ over the statement that “ EFW/F 
really handled and resolved the conflicts among farmers very professionally’ 
and 17.8 percent ‘Strongly favourable’. However, 65.2 percent participants 
‘Somewhat favourable’ that ‘EFW/F accepted criticism for self appraisal 
and tried to improve his fácilitation skills’ and this statement was ‘Strongly 
favourable’ by 23 percent farmers; while 45.9 percent respondents ‘Somewhat 
favourable’ that ‘EFW/F attitude was neutral and natural with FFS participants’ 
and this was ‘Strongly favourable’ by 43 percent farmers. The statement 
‘EFW/F appreciated and encouraged the farmers to build their confidence’ was 
‘Somewhat favourable’by 66.7 percent participants and ‘Strongly favourable’ 
by 17.8 percent farmers; while 53.3 percent farmers ‘Somewhat favourable’ 
that EFW/F had an ability to interact with all farmers and kept active during the 
entire session’and ‘Strongly favourable’by 27.4percent. Similarly, 54.8 percent 
farmers ‘Somewhat favourable’ that EFW/F showed his full cooperation with 
the farmers during the entire session of IPM-FFS’ and 32.6 percent ‘Strongly 
favourable’ this statement; while 65.9 percent farmers stated ‘Somewhat 
favourable’ that no doubt that EFW/F was a well trained and technically sound 
person’ and 22f2 percent ‘Strongly favourable’ this statement. The mean and
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standard deviation of the responses according to the likert scale indicatcs that 
the farmers were ‘Somewhat favourable’ with the perfonnance of EFW/F at 
IPM-FFS platform. The same results were reported by Kenmore (2002) who 
stated that IPM-FFS is a training approach that trains farmers to compare new 
techniques in systematic field assessment and it prepares extensión agents 
for their new roles as facilitator and representatives of public problems and 
difíiculties such as environmental conservation, health, social involvement 
and organization. In another report Bartlett (2005) stated that the FFS training 
model for extensión in Asia have involved over two million farmers in more 
íhan a dozen countries, supported by agriculture extensión and intemational 
agencies. Across Asia, FFS helped hundreds of thousands fanners to leam IPM 
prácticos, about agro-ecological concepts, indiscriminate use ofpesticides and 
increase crop yields.

R anking of b a rrie rs  faced by farm er during  IPM -FFS tra in ing :

The baniers/constraints faced by the fanners during IPM-FFS activities were 
ranked and according to the farmers’ perception (Table 5) IPM-FFS activities 
were time consuming, lack of incentives, lack of mutual understanding 
among farmers, strict and hectic schedule, sometimes facilitator behavior and 
discouraging attitude of the pesticide/fertilizer dealers were main barriers/ 
constraints. Despite the facing problems during IPM-FFS, famers’ interest in 
training shows realization about the indiscriminate use of pesticides as well as 
benefits of environmentally sound IPM practices. Somewhat similar findings 
were found by Chukwuone, etal.,(2006) who described that major constraints 
that affect technology transfer process are extensión system lapses, lack of 
cooperation by farmers, uncertainties experienced in agriculture, and conflicts 
among farmers.
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Table 5: Rank wise bamers/constraints faced by farmers

B u n  iers/C onstraints R ank  O rder

IP M -F F S  ac tiv itie s  w ere  d ifficu lt and tim e consum ing . ls t

T h ere  w as  no  extra benefit o f  adop ting  ag ro -eco lo g ica l sound  IPM  
p ractices. 2nd

T h ere  w as lack  o f  p a rtic ip a to ry  app roach  am ong fa n n e rs  d u rin g  IP M - 
FFS tra in ing . 3rd

P artic ip an ts  lost in te rest in  IP M -F F S  tra in ing  due  to  stric t and  hec tic  
schedu le . 4 th

F ac ilita to r u su a lly  n o t rep lied  the question s so it w as em b rac in g  fo r 
farm ers, p a itic ip a tin g  in  IP M -F F S  tra in ing . 5th

Influence o f  pes tic id e  dea lers  d iscou raged  FFS p artic ip an ts  to  fo llow  
IPM  p rac tices . 6 th

Conclusión

IPM-FFS have been deployed around the country. However assessment 
with regard to perfonnance performed by EFW/F was needed. The results

9
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of this study revealed that the EFW F pcrformed positivcly and effectively 
in activities during Intcgrated Pest Management Fanncr Field School ÍIPM- 
FFS) trainíng programme in Sindh province as farmers showed positive 
attitude in relation to overall performance performed by EFW.F. Despite 
of some constraints, majoríty of participants indicated that they rcgularly 
attendant the IPM-FFS and they had engaged in programme activities on their 
self interest for improving their agro-ecological sound farming skills with 
special reference to cotton, which shows EFW/F created ínter-personal trust 
among FFS participants on IPM-FFS training programme that is essential for 
working mutually and evolving innovations. It was suggested that the farmers 
can be good source for transferring the obtained knowledge of agro-ecological 
sound IPM practices to their community. Regarding this, agriculture extensión 
needs to play an important role to support and persuade farmers who were 
participated and trained in IPM-FFS series of trainings during the years 2001 
to 2004.
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