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Evervone pitied and 
svmpathized him...
PiíV was not (he reaction  
he wanted...

S o m e  m e m o r ie s  l in g e r  in o u r  m in d s  p r ic k in g  o u r  c o n s c i e n c e  a n d  c r e a t in g  r e v e n e s  fo r  

us to  p o n d e r  a b o u t o u r  l iv e s  a n d  v a lú e s . T h is  in c id e n t h a p p e n e d  o n  a  b rig h t a n d  c l e a r  S a tu rd a y  

m o m i n g  w h ic h  s u d d e n ly  tu m e d  o u t to  b e  g l o o m y  a n d  m is ty . W h e n  ra in d r o p s  s ta r te d  to  p o u r  

d o w n  I ra n  f o r  a  s h e l te r  b la m in g  m y s e l f  fo r  n o t b r in g in g  a n d  u m b r e lla . A ll  m y  c h e e r f u ln e s s  in 

m y  so u l w a s  d rie d  up a n d  I w a s  s h iv e r in g  a n d  d is p ir ite d  w h e n  I w a s  h im . T h r o u g h  s h e e ts  o f  

ra in  I f irs t  s a w  o n ly  h is  f a c e ,  a n d  s p e c ia l ly  h is  e y e s . T h e y  w e r e  s o  a n x io u s  a n d  h e  w a s  lo o k in g  

a ro u n d  h im  lik e  a  d e s p e r a te  a n d  a  f r ig h te n e d  a n im a l . I th o u g h t  a s  i f  e y e s  h a v e  lo s t  s o m e th in g  

a n d  is s e a r c h in g  f o r  it. I th o u g h t th is  m e la n c h o l ic  a tm o s p h e r e  h a d  a f f e c te d  h im  a n d  m a d e  h im  

d e p re s s e d . I d o n ’t k n o w  in w h ic h  g ro u n d s  I c a r n e  in to  th e s e  c o n c lu s io n s  b u t h is  e y e s  d is tu rb e d  

m e  a n d  m a d e  m e  m o r e  d is h e a r te n e d .

S te p  b y  s te p  w h e n  h is  w h o le  f ig u re  c a r n e  in to  m y  v ie w  I fe lt  b o n e -c h i l l in g  c o ld n e s s  

w ith in  m e . I fe lt  d e n u m b e d  a n d  p a r a ly z e d  w ith  th e  s h o c k . W h e n  th e  s ig h t  b e c a m e  c l e a r e r  fe lt  

a  g r e a t  w e ig h t  p u t o n  m y  h e a r t . H is  f a th e r  w a s  b e s id e  h im  a n d  h e  h a s  p u t o n  a  h a n d k e r c h ie f  

o n  h is  h e a d . T h e y  d id n ’ t h a v e  a n  u m b r e lla . I c o u l d n ’t h e lp  th e m  a s  I w a s  a ls o  h e lp le s s . B u t  n o  

o n e  c o u ld  h e lp  th e  b o y  f o r  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d  to  h im . H is  r ig h t  h a n d  w a s  c o m p le te ly  b a n d a g e d  

a n d  w a s  h a n g in g  o n  a  s lin g  a n d  h is  le ft h a n d  w a s  c u t  a b o u t  th e  e lb o w . W h e n  th e  f ro z e n  w in d  

m a d e  th e  s h ir t  s le e v e  s w a y  w ith o u t  a  h a n d , g r i e f  o v e r w h e lm e d  m y  h e a r t  a n d  te a r s  ro lle d  d o w n  

m y  c h e e k s . H is  in n o c e n t  a n d  h a n d s o m e  f a c e  j u x t a p o s i n g  w ith  h is  in firm  h a n d s  in te n sif ie d  m y  

d e s p o n d e n c y  a n d  it b e c o m e  a  m e m o r y  e n g r a v e d  in m y  h e a r t .

T h is  h u n tin g  m e m o r y  r e s u r f a c e d  in m y  m in d  a n d  m a d e  m e  r e s p o n d  to  u n a n s w e re d  

q u e s tio n s . I c o n te m p la te d  a b o u t  w h a t  h is  e y e s  w e r e  s e a r c h in g . T h e  a n s w e r  I fo u n d  w a s  th a t  

h e w a s  t r y in g  to  r e a s s u r e  h im  s e lf . H e  w a n te d  an  a s s u r a n c e  in s o m e o n e  th a t h is  life  w ill b e  

s a m e  j u s t  lik e  b e f o r e  a n d  h e  w ill  h a v e  a  p la c e  in th e  w o rld . H e  w a n te d  lo v e , a t t r a c t io n  a n d  

a d m ir a tio n  firom  th e  g ir ls . H is  s o u l n e e d e d  h o p e  fa ith  a n d  a  r e a s o n  to  le a v e . H e  w a n te d  to  find  

th e s e  in s o m e o n e ’s e y e s  th e  s a m e  a s  b e f o r e . I d o n ’t th in k  h e  fo u n d  th a t fe e b le  h o p e  in o th e rs .  

E v e r y o n e  p itie d  a n d  s y m p a th iz e d  h im . P ity  w a s  n o t th e  r e a c t io n  h e  w a n te d . H e  w a s  a  p e rs o n  in 

h is p r im e  y o u th . W h o  h a d  e n jo y e d  m irth  a n d  v ig o u r  o f  h is  life . H e  w a s n ’ t b o m  a s  a  d is a b le d . H e  

m ig h t  h a v e  d r e a m t a n d  p la n e d  h is  fu tu re . B u t  in a  m o m e n t  a ll h is  h o p e s  w e r e  c r u s h e d  a n d  ta k e n
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a w a y  w h e n  h e b e c a m e  

h a n d ic a p p e d . A tte n tio n  a n d  lo v e  

a s  w e ll a s  h o p e  a n d  fa ith  n o u r is h e s  

a p e rs o n . H is  e y e s  w e r e  s e a r c h in g  

d e s p e r a te ly  f o r  th e m . B e c a u s e  h e  

k n e w  th a t h e liad  lo s t  th e m  

f o re v e r .

T h is  r e a l iz a t io n  m a d e  

m e  th in k  a b o u t m y s e lf ,  f o r  a  

m o m e n t  I th o u g h t  w h a t  i f  I w a s  

in h is  s i tu a tio n . W h e n  I tr ie d  to  

w a lk  in h is  s h o e s . I w a s  d e je c te d  

th in k in g  h o w  m y  life  w o u ld  b e  

d e v o id  o f  all th e  th in g s  I lo v e .  

T h e n  I c o m p r e h e n d e d  th a t w h e n  

w e  a re  ru n n in g  a  r a c e  in  o u r  

l iv e s  to  a tta in  o u r  g o a ls  w e  le a v e  

b e h in d  a n d  f o r g e t  w h o  c a n ’t ru n  

ju s t  lik e  u s T h e ir  l iv e s  b e c o m e  

s e c lu d e d , r e je c te d  a n d  h o p e le s s . I 

a p p re h e n d e d  th a t th o u g h t  I ’ m  

b le s s e d  n o t to  h a v e  in f irm itie s  y e t  

I h a d  liv e d  a se lfish  life  b e c a u s e  

I h a v e  u s e d  m y  life  a n d  a b ili t ie s  

o n ly  to  p le a s e  m y s e lf .  I fe lt  th a t i f  

I h a d  s p a re d  a  m o m e n t  to  b r ig h t  

en  up h e a r ts  o f  th e m  a n d  to  a s s u r e  

th e m  th a t th e re  is s till h o p e  f o r  

th e m  f o r  a  fu tu re . I h a v e  a lw a y s  

w a n te d  to  h e lp  o n c e  w h o  n e e d  o u r  

h e lp  m o s t , to  g iv e  a  s m ile  to  th e ir  

f a c e s  a n d  to  g iv e  a  h e lp in g  h a n d  

fo r  th e m  to  re b u ild  th e ir  fu tu re  

a g a in . T h is  a s p ir a t io n  w a s  d e e p  

d o w n  in m y  h e a r t  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e  

an d  th is  in c id e n t t r ig g e r e d  to  h e lp  

w h o  c r a v e  f o r  it lik e  d is a b le d  

s o ld ie r s  a n d  s p e c ia l ly -a b le d  

c h ild re n .
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